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SUBJECT: Policy Letter - Commander's Statement on Aviation Safety Philosophy 

1. Challenges confronting the U.S. Army Materiel Command (AMC) today are many and 
complex.  Supporting the operational requirements of the Global War on Terrorism challenges 
us to make full use of all of our resources and capabilities.  Our increased operational 
activities require maximum emphasis on safety and accident prevention to avoid the needless loss 
of our personnel and aviation assets.  Accidents are a drain on our readiness. We have an 
established Command Aviation Safety Program to focus our accident prevention efforts. 

2. Aviation operations are unforgiving; a minor error can lead to a catastrophic event.  Two 
keys to aviation accident prevention are personal involvement and conformance to operational 
standards. The responsibility for preventing aviation accidents rests with each individual who 
observes an unsafe act or condition. The development of tough and realistic operational 
standards allows for early identification of potential problems and appropriate countermeasures. 

3. Consideration of risk must be an integral part of aviation mission planning, operations, and 
training activities. Professionally trained and qualified flight crews assigned to each mission, 
and aircraft which are maintained and operated in a safe manner, are fundamental to every 
flight and operation. These are critical to achieving and maintaining a high state of aviation 
readiness. 

4. Our continuing ability to support the Nation demands the conservation and efficient use of 
all of our assets. The prevention of accidents is the key to maintaining a high state of aviation 
readiness. Through leadership, dedication, and teamwork, we will continue to improve our 
historically effective AMC Aviation Safety Program. 

//Signed// 
BENJAMIN S. GRIFFIN 

 General, USA 
 Commanding 
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